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· EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 
1. The 1976 Agreements between the Community and Morocco and Tunisia 
provide that prepared and preserved sardines originating in those 
countries may be admitted duty free into the Community on condition 
that certain minimum prices are respected. The periods and the tech-
nical rules for application of this system must b~ fixed by exchanges 
of letters between the contracting parties. Since these exchanges of 
letters have not taken place the arrangements provided for in the 
Agreements were not implemented an~ those arising from the previous 
. Association Agreements between the EEC and ~-orocco and Tunis.ia were 
maintained in force until 31 December 1977. 
The former arrangments in question provide for tariff treatment which 
varies from one Member State to another. This treatment cannot be 
:extended beyond that date, since it_, is incompatib~e with the pri n~i.:.. 
ples of the customs union and the rules of the common commercial 
policy. 
2. From 1 January 1978 the Comm~nity replaced these arrangements by a 
Commu~ity tariff quota system which takes the interests· involved 
into account pe,nding the conclusion of the exchange-s of letters 
which will enable the provisions of the_ 197~ Agreements relating 
to prepared and preserved sard.ines to come into force. 
3. As the situation has not changed since 1 January 1978. the Commission 
is proposing that the Council extend the tariff quota system for 
·; 
' ' 
1979 and therefore approve the two attached proposal~ for Regulations 
on the opening, allocation and administration of Community tariff 
quotas_ in res~ect of ~repared and preserved sardines fal~ing within 
su~heading 16.04 D of .the.CommC?n.'customs Tariff originating in -
Morocco and Tunisia respectively (1979>, i.e. : 
for M0rocco --one tariff quota of 14.000 tonnes, duty free, 
-one tariff quota of ·6.000 tonnes at 10% ; 
-- for Tunisia : one tariff quota of 100 tonnes, duty free. 
-This is the subject of the annexed proposals. 
(. 
L 
\' 
!" 
! 
:· 
... 
i' 
' 
., 
r• 
'1 '' 
I' 
'•, 
- 2 -
4. The proposals for regulations opening these tariff quotas proviqe -
as is customary - for the division of each of the quota volumes 
into two instalments, the first being allocated among the Member 
States as quota shares, the second being held as a reserve. 
The allocation of the volume of the first instalment' of the quota 
should be based on the rules generally applied. These involve calcu~ 
. 
lating each Member State's total imports over the last three years 
' ' 
as a proportion of total Community imports during the same period 
and applying, for each Member State the percentages thus obtained 
to the volume of the firs~ instalment. 
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ANNEX A 
PROPOSAL FOR A 
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 
opening, allocating and-providing for the administration 
of Community tariff quotas for prepared or preserved 
sardines falling within subheading 16.04 D of the 
Common Customs Tariff and originating in Morocco 
( 1979) 
I 
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establishing th~ European EconomiC Community, 
and in particular Article 113 thereof, , . 
Having regard to the proposal fro~ the Commission~ 
\ 
Whereas the Cooperative Agreement of 1976 between the Community,and Morocco 
provides, that prepared and preserved sardine~, subheading 16.04 D of the 
Common Customs tariff, driginating in Morocco, may be'imported_ in the 
Comm'unity free of duties ; whereas the rules of this regime must be fixed 
' I 
by an exchange of letters between the Community and Morocco; wherea~.since 
this exchange of letters has not taken place, .it is- therefore advisable to 
I 
renew for the year 1979 the Commun_ity system whi eh has been applied in 1978 ; 
whereas this sy,stem p~ovides, for importations in the Community of the pro-
ducts in question, the opening of two Community tariff quotas : one duty free 
tariff quota of 10.000 tonnes and an other of 6.000 tonnes at a duty rate.of 
10%; whereas these tariff quotas are to apply from 1 January 1979 until 
the conclusion of the exchange of letters ~rovided for in Article 19 of 
the Cooperation Agreement between the Community and Morocco, until such 
time as Community arrangements for impor.ts of the products in question 
/ 
are applied, or tintil 3.1 December 1979,-whi.chever shall be the earliest; 
whereas t~ese Col!llllunity tariff quotas should. therefore be opened,.; 
' . 
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- 2- ANNEX A 
Whereas it is in particular necessary to ensure for all Community importers 
equal and uninterrupted access to the abovementioned quotas and uninterrup-
ted applicatiqn of the rates laid down for that quotas to all imports of 
th~ products concerned into all Member States until the quotas has been 
used up ; whereas, having regard to the above principl~s, the Community 
nature of the. quotas can be respected by allocating the Community tariff 
quotas among th~ Member States'; whereas, in order to reflect as accurately 
·as possible the true trend of ~he market in the products in question, such 
allocation should be in proportion to· the requirements of the· Member States, 
calculated by reference to the statistics for imports from Morocco over a 
representative reference period and also to the economic outlook for the/ 
quota period concerned ; 
Whereas, in respect of the last three years for which statistics are 
available; the corresponding imports by each of the Member States 
represent the following percentages of imports into the Community 
from Morocco of the products concerned ; 
' 
Member Srott 1975 1~6 1977 
. I 
,: 
Benelux 11,0 11,3 14,8' 
Denmark 0,3 0,3 0,7 
Germany 10,6 23,3 10,1 
France 
' 
55,7 '56,1. 64,6 
Ireland 0,5 I 0,5 0,2 Italy 1,4 0,2 1,8 . United Kingdom 20,5 '8,3· 7,8' 
\ 
· .... 
Whereas, in view of these factors and of the estimates 
, submitted by certain Member States initial . .. 
' . 
shares· may be fixed approximately at the following· 
percentages : 
Member State 
Of the quota Of the quote 
... 
of of ; 
14 000 tonntt ~000 ronnts 
' 
. ~-
Benelux 
.. 
. . , .. 
13-49 9·54 
Denmark ., 0·28 0·28 
Gltrmany JJ.3j 13-3.1 
Prance ... 59·52· 42-59 ''. 
Ireland 0·36. ·" 0·37 1 
Italy 0·64 1-48 
United Kingdom 12-38 32·41 
I • '~ ~ \ ': 
'. ' }t 
'\ 
. ' ' 
' ' 
"' 
> ' . 
- 3- ANNEX A 
Whereas, in order to take into account import trends for the products 
·concerned in the various.Member States, each quota should be divided 
into two instalments, the first being shared among the Member States 
and the second constituting a reserve t~ cover at a later date t'he 
requirements of Member States which have used up their jnitial shares ; 
whereas, in·order to-give importers in each Member State a certain 
degree of security, the fi.rst instalment of the Community, quota should, 
under the present circumstances, be fixed at 80% of the. quota volume ; 
Whereas the Member'States' initial shares may be used up at different 
times ; whereas, in order to take this fact into.account and avoid 
any break in continuity, any Member State which has'almost used up 
its initial share, should draw an additional share from the reserve ; 
whereas this must be dore·by each Member State as and when each of 
its additional shares is almost used up, and repeated as many times 
as the reserve allows ; whereas the initial and ·additional shares 
must be valid until the end of the quota period ; whereas this method 
of I admi'ni.stration requires close coopera'tion between the Member States 
and the Commissi~n, and the latter must be in a position to monitor 
the extent to' whi eh the quota volume has been used 'up and to inform 
the Member States thereof ; 
Whereas if, at a given date in the quota period, a substantial quantity 
of an in~tial share remains unused in any Member State, it is ess·ential 
.that that Member State should return a significant proportion to the 
reserve, to prevent a part of any Community quota from remaining unused, 
in one Member State when it could be used in others ; 
Wher~as, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
and the Grand Duchy of.Luxembourg are.united in and represent~d by 
the Benelux Economic Union, any op~ration relating to the administra-
tion ·of the q~ota shares aLlocated to that ,economic union may be 
carried out by any of its members, 
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HAS ADOPTED THIS REGULATION: 
Article I 
I. From I January 1979until the conclusion of the 
exchange of letters referred to in Article 19 of the 
Cooperation Agreement between the Community and 
Morocco, until such' time as Community import arran-
gements are applied or until 31 December 1979, · 
whichever shall be the earliest, a duty-free Commu-
nity tariff quota of 14 000 tonnes shall be opened for 
imports into the Community of prepared or preserved 
sardines falling within subheading 16.04 D of the 
Common Customs Tariff and originating in Morocco. 
2. . From I January 1979 until the conclusio~ of the 
-exchange of letters referred to in Article 19 of the 
.Cooperation Agreement between the Community and •. 
Morocco, until such time as Community import arran-
gements are applied or until 31- December 1979, 
whichever shall be the earliest, a Community ta'riff 
quota of 6 000 tonnes at a duty rate of I 0 % shall be • · 
opened for import.; into the Community of prepared 
or preserved sardines falling within subheading 16.04 
D of the Common Customs Tariff and originating in 
Morocco. 
Article 1 
I. : ,The tariff quotas laid down in Article __ i_ ~h~Ji·b; "'?.'". 
divid~d into two instalments. ·' 
,2. A first instalment of each quota' shall be shared .. , 
among the Member States ; the respective shares 
which, subject to Article 5, shall be valid until the end 
of the period specified in Article I, shall be as 
·follows: 
Benelux 
Denmark 
Germany 
Prance 
Ireland 
Italy 
Membn State 
United Kingdom 
Total 
I 700 
35 
I 680 
7 500 
'45 
\ 80 
I 560 
1.2600 
, .. , • (ton11n) 
515 
15 
720 
2300 
20 
80 
1750 
5400 
3. The second instalment of . each quota, 1 400 
tonnes and 600 tonnes respectively, shall constitute 
the corresponding reserve. 
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Article 3 
If 90% or more of a Member State's initial share as specified 
, in Article 2(2), or 90% of that share minus the portion returned 
to the reserve ~here Article 5 is applied, has been used up~ then, 
to the extent permitted by the amount of the reserve, that Member 
State shall forthwith; by notifying the Commission, draw a·second 
share equal to 15% of its initial share, rounded up where neces-
sary to the next unit •. 
2. If, after .one of its initial share h~s been' us.ed up, 90% or more 
of the second share drawn by a Member State has been us·ed up, then; 
. I 
to the extent permitted by the amount of the .reserve, that Membr.: 
State shall, in accord~nc~ with the conditions laid down in ~~ra­
graph 1, draw a third sh~re equal to 7,5% of its initial P=3 re, 
rounded up where necessary to the next unit. 
· 3. If, after its second. share has been used up, 90% or more _of the 
third s~are drawn by a Member State has been used up, that Member 
State shall, in accordance with the conditions laid down in para-
/ graph 1, draw a fourth share equal to the ~hird. 
4. 
This process shall continue until· the reserve is used up. 
By way of derogation from paragraphs 1 to 3, a Member State may 
draw shares smaller than those fixed in those paragraphs if there 
is reason to believe that those .might not be used up. It shall 
.· . 
inform the Commission of its ·reason$for applying this paragraph. 
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- 6 - ANNEX A 
Article 4 
Additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 shall be valid until -the· 
end of the period specified in Article 1. 
Article 5 
. 
The Member States shall return to the reserve, not later than 
1 October 1979, such unused portion of their initial share 'as, 
on 15 September 1979, is in excess;of 20% of the initial volume. 
They may return a larger quantity if there are grounds for belie-
ving that it may not be used. 
The Member States shall, not later than 1 October 1979, notify 
the Commission of the total quantities of the. products in questi-on lrnpoY'hd 
up to 15 September 1979 and charged against the Community quota, 
.and of any quantities of the initial shares returned to the reserve. 
Article 6 
The_ Commission shall keep an accou~t 'of the shares opened by the 
' i 
Member States pursuant to Ar't i cles 1 2 and 
it is notified, inform each Member[,State 
,, 
the reserve has been ~sed up. 
3 and shall, as soon as 
of the extent tq whi eh 
It shall inform the Member States, not later than 5 October 1979, 
of the amount in the reserve after quantitie,s have been returned 
pursuant to Article 5. 
The Commission shall ensure that any drawing whi eh uses. up th~ 
reserve is limited to the balance avai(able, and to this end shall 
. \ ' 
' indicate the amount thereof to the Member State which makes such 
last drawing. 1 
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Article 7 
1. The Member States shaLL take all measures necessary to ensure 
that additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 are opened 
in such a way that imports may be charged without interruption 
against their accumulated shares of the Community quota. 
2. The Member States shall ensure that ·importers of the products. 
in question established in their territory have free access to 
the shares altocated to them. 
3. The extent to which a Member State has used.up its share shall 
be determined on the basis of imports of the~roducts in ques-
tion originating in Morocco and entered with the cu~toms autho• 
rities for home use. 
Article 8 
At the request of the Commiss~on, the Memb~r States shall inform it 
of imports of the products conc~rned actually charged against their 
shares. 
Article 9 
The Member States and the Commission shall cooperate closely in 
o~der to ensure compliance ~ith this Regtilati~n. 
I 
Article 10 
This Regulati,on shall enter· into force -on 1 January 1979. ' , 
This Regulation shall be bind~ng in its entirety 
and dire~tly applicable in all ~ember States. 
I 
Done at Brussels, For the Council 
.The President · 
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ANNEX B 
POOPOSAL fOR A 
COUNCIL REGULATION (EEC) 
·- '· 
----- l - ~ ---- -----
, opening, allocating and providing for the administration of a Community tariff 
quota for prepared or preserved sardines falling within subheadin,s 16.04 D of 
, the Common Customs Tariff and originating' in Tunisia,!l979l, . 
THE COUNCIL Of THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES, 
Having regard to the Treaty establhhing the European Economic 
Community, and in particular Article 113 thereof,. 
Having regard to the proposal from the Commission, 
Whereas the Cooperative Agreement of 1976 between the Community 
and Tunisia provi.des, that prepared and preserved sardines, sub-
' . heading 16.04 D of the Common Customs Tariff, originating in 
Tunisia, may be imported in the Community free of dutie~ ; 
whereas the rules of this regime must be fixed by an exchange 
of letters befween the Community and Tunisia ; wherea~ since 
this exchange of letters has not taken place, it is therefore 
advisable to renew for the. year 1979 the Community system whi.ch 
has been applied in 1978; whereas this system provides for 
importations in the Community of the products in question, 
the opening of a duty free Community tariff quota of 100 tonnes ; 
whereas this tariff quota is to apply. from' 1 January 1979 until 
the conclusion of the exchange of letters provided for in Article 
18 of the .Cooperation Agreement between the Community and Tunisia, 
until such time as Community arrangements for imports of the pro-
du--c;ts in question are 'applied or until·31 December 1979, whichever 
' 
shall be the earliest ; whereas th.is .. _C,ommunity ta~iff _quota should 
therefore be opened ; 
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2& ANNEX BF.#t
klhefCIag'it is {n psrt{cul.an nece$$ary to ensure'for al"i. Community
innnffarn squffi[ aynd untrrtErr.upted i]ccess to the abovernentioned
*t{gtfi ar$d un'f ntef r[$ptsd sppt{cation of the rates taid down for
fhfrt H$nts +$ qt[ {mmprts of the products concerned tnt.o atL
: tpq$r St{tT[ $t{[,Slw quota has been used up I whereas, having
fef,nf{ tn, fh $orrO p;'iqciptes, the Cornmunity nature of the guota
nn Fr rp$pffiotnd hy rttqcatins the community tariff quryn qmcng
thp tlfmber $$iltgr ; tlfr?reas" in order to refLect as ace.r.lrstely
Ss Anilfrtbtr the tnw trencl of the market in the products ltt Sres*
tlen* nuch a[ l,ecatfnm phould be in proportton to tfre r&*-trement& \
ef thc ffamhtr fitatgsn eatcut"atcd by refereilce to 
.the stet{st{e sfor impprts f rpm Ttm{ gla oy€r & repre$ontat {tre referens iperisd .
and. atso to the ecenon{c outtook for the ryrota perted egmernsd"i
Hhcrnas, in resppst of the tast three years for which stat.fsttc+
are aveltrb[eo the correspond{ng imports by each sf the }4embsr
$tates repFesent the fotLouing prercentaEes of tmports intp ths
comrnunify from Tuniriaiof the products concerned !
!f .-' q
Membcr Emtc 1S?5 1fl6 1St?
Benslux
Denmark
Germrny
Franco, i
Ircknd
Itafy
Uqited S.ingdoq
.tm
{.33 t} 100(" r+ t)
a
lrlhcpgag thsEe datrr cannot bp csnsidered as representattve med,
grnnot serve Qs a basis fqrr the attocat{on of th; qeueta"*f,w
thf Hcmhee $tEtes ; Hhereas tt {s cjiffteul.t ttr foressutf tfto.r,
l{eEFer $tstqs!imports in 1979 because of the absencE of afi} *g,": s
pat$ern in pPqfious year$ I whereas in order that the quota Fay be
sl"lecated fqirfy' the in{tiat quota sharss may be fixed 6pprpgtmnteLy
Et t hq to I l.eqing per cent aqe$ i . I
:,,
'j' .
:
.. . 
Benelux 
Denmark 
Germany 
France 
Ireland 
Italy 
United Kingdom 
- 3-
to% 
3% 
'tS% 
SO% 
3% 
4% 
15% 
ANNEX 6 
Whereas, in order to take into account import trends f~r the products . 
concerned in the va.rious Member States, the quota volume should be 
divided into two instal~ents, the first being sh~red among the Member 
. 
States and the second constituting a reserve to cover at a later date 
the requirements of Member States which have used up.their initiat 
quota shares ; whereas, in order to give importers in each Mem6er · 
State a certain degree of security, the first instalment of the 
Community quota ~hould, under the present circumstances, be fixed 
at 80% of the quota volume ; 
Whereas the Member States' initial shares may be used up at different 
times ; wher;as, in order 'to take this fact into account and avoid 
any break in contin~ity, any Member States which has almost used up 
its initial share should draw an additional share from the reserve ; 
whereas this must be do'ne by each Memper State as and when each of 
. . 
its additional shares is almost used up, and repeated as many times 
as the rese~ve allows ; whereas the initial and additional shares 
must be valid until.the end of the quota period ; whereas this. 
method of adminisiration requirei close cooperation betw!en the 
Member States and the Commission, and the. latter must be in a posi-
tion to monitor the extent to which the quota volume. has been used 
up and to inform the Member States th~reof ; 
If; 
Whereas if, at a given date in the quota period, a·substantital 
qu~ntity of an initial sh~re remains unused in any"Member State, 
it is essential that .that Member ~tate should return a 'signifi'cant 
· proportion to the reserve' to prevent a part of any Community quota 
from remaining unused in one Memb~r ·State when it· could be used in 
others ; 
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- 4- ANNEX B 
Whereas, since the Kingdom of Belgium, the Kingdom of the Netherlands 
and the Grand Duchy of ~uxembourg are united in and represented by 
the Benelux Economic Union, any operation relating to the administra-
tion of the quota shares allocated to that economic union may be 
carried out by any of its members, 
HAS ADOPTED·THIS REGULATION 
Article 1 
From 1 January 1979 until the conclusion of the exchange of letters· 
referred to in Article 18 of the Cooperation Agreement between the 
Community and Tunisia, until such time as Community import arrange-
ments are applied, or until 31 D.ecember 1979, whichever is the 
earliest, a duty-free Community tariff quota of 100 tonnes shall 
be opened for imports into the Community of prepared or preserved 
sardines falling within subheading 16.04 D of the Common Customs 
Tariff and originating in Tunisia. 
Article 2 
1. The tariff quota referred to in Article 1 shall be divided 
into two instalments. 
2. A first instalment, amounting to 80 tonnes, of the Community 
tariff quota referred to in Article 1 shall be allocated 
among the Member States ; the ·respective shares, which 
subject to Article 5 shall be valid until the end of the 
period •pee1fied in Articile~1,.shall_b! .as follows: 
}"'.c 
' 
,., 
, . 
". 
. \ ... ,,. ,l( (IOIIIIts) 
'• 
Benelux 8 
Denmark 2 
Germany ·., 
. l2 
France 40 )re land 2 
Italy V 4 
. United Kingdom 12 
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·If 90% or more of a Member States' initial share as specified 
in Article 2 <2>, or 90% of that share minus the portion 
returned to the reserve where Article 5 fs applied, has been 
' . 
used up, then1 to the extent permitted by the amount of the 
reserve, that Member State shdll forthwith, by notif~ing 
the Commission, draw a.second share equal to 15% of its · 
' ' 
initial share, rounded Up where necessary t_o the next unit. 
If, after one of its initial share has been used up, 90%. or· 
more of the second share drawn by· a Member State has been 
used up, then,to the extent permitted by the amount of the 
reserve, that Member State shall, 'in accordance with the 
conditions laid down in paragraph 1, draw a third share 
equal to 7,5% of its. initial ~hare; rounded up where 
necessary to'the next unit. 
3. If, ,tier its second share has been used up, 90% or more 
4. 
• 
of t~e third share drawn by a Member State has been· used 
up,;that Member State shall," in accordance ·with the condi-
. ;,. \ 
ti<>fls laid down in paragraph 1, draw a fourth share equal 
to 'the third. 
r· 
This process shall continue until the reserve is used up. 
By way of .derogation from paragraphs 1 to 3,; a Member State , 
may draw shares smaller than ·.those iixed in those p,aragraphs 
_ if there is reason fo believe t~at those might not be used 
. up. It shall inform .the Commhs·ion of its reasons for applying 
this paragraph, 
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- 6- ANNEX B 
Article 4 
Additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 shall be valid until 
the end of the period specified in Article 1. 
Article 5 
The Member States shall return to the reserve, not later than 
1 October 1979, such unused portion of their initial share as, 
' ' 
·on 15 September 1979, is in excess of 20% of the ;·nitial volume. 
They may return a larger quantity if there are g~ounds for belie-
ving that it may not be used. 
. 
The Member States shall, not later than 1 October 1979, notify 
",~ 
·' 
' 
' ; 
the Commission of the total quantities of the products in question.lrnrcrbut . 1 
up to 15 September 1979 and charged ag·ainst the Community quota, 
and of any quantities of the inHial shares returned to the reserve~ 
Article 6 
. 
The Commission shall keep an account of the shares opened by the 
Member States pursuant to Articles 2 and 3 and shall, as s'oon as 
it is notified, inf~rm each Member State of the extent to which 
the reserve has been used up • 
. It shall inform the Member States, not later than 5 October 1979, 
' 
of the amount in the reserve after quantities ~ave been returned 
pursuant to Article 5. 
The Commission shall ensure that any drawing which uses up the 
reserve is limited ·to the ·balance ava~lable, and to this end 
shall indicate the· amount th~reof to t~e ~ember State which 
makes such last drawing. 
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.;. 7- ANNEX B 
1: The Member States shall take all measures necessary to ensure 
that additional shares drawn pursuant to Article 3 are opened 
in such a way that imports may be charged witho~t interruption 
against their accumulated shares of the Community quota. 
2. 
3. 
The Member States shall ensure that importers of the products 
in question established in their territory have ,free access 
to the shares allocated to them. 
The extent to which a Member State has used up its· share shall 
' . be determined on the basis of imports of the products in ques-
' . 
tion originating in Tunisia entered with the customs authorities 
for home use. 
Article. 8 
At the request of the Commission, the Member States shalt inform 
it of imports of the products concerned actually charged against 
their shares. 
Article 9 
I f 
The Member States and the Commission sh~l~ cooperate closely in 
order to ,nsure compliance with this Regulation. 
'i 
' ? 
~ "'· 
l ' .. Article 10 
t· 
~ 
:. 
I· 
·This Regulation shall enter into force on 1 January 1979 • 
• 0 
This Regulation shall be bindi·ng in its entirety 
and directly applicable in all ~ember States. ' 
Done at Brussels, ' For .. t.he Council 
The President 
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